s World Refugee Day 2009 in Slovenia

Activities organized by Slovene Philanthropy

In relation to celebration of 2009 World Refugee Day, Slovenska filantropija, in collaboration with
Slovene Information Office of Council of Europe, prepared a multifaceted public awareness-raising
event in the city of Ljubljana, a culturally diverse capital and demographic centre of Slovenia.

The event consisted of various components:

The activities started at 14.30 on 18" of June with the opening event in the form of public roundtable
titted “How do Slovenia and Europe hear the voices of refugees?”. The roundtable featured two asylum
seekers and two refugees residing in Slovenia, Neza Kogovsek of Peace Institute in Ljubljana
(moderator of the event), Melita H. Sunji of UNHCR RRCE in Budapest, Kristina Plavdak Krajnc of
Information Office of Council of Europe and Franci Zlatar of Slovenska filnatropija.

The main topic of the discussion was the situation and various types of obstacles that asylum seekers
and refugees are faced with in Slovenia today, but also in relation to similar situations within countries
of Central-European region, as well as in relation to situations and experiences of refugees who went
through process of waiting for being conceded status of refugee in Slovenia during the nineties (during
and after the war in Bosnia).

The round table was filmed by Studio 12. The report is published and accessible for public viewing on
Studio 12’s internet portal (http://www.s12.si/druzba/kam-gremo/679-kako-v-evropi-in-sloveniji-slisimo-
glas-beguncev.html).

Following the conclusion of the roundtable, an “Impro-league” performance — an experimental /
improvisational theatre — took place in the theatre hall of KUD France PreSeren. The performance was
focused on topics of migrations/refugees and voluntarism. The performance was an example of
performances that Slovenska filantropija and representatives of the Impro-league normally prepare and
perform in primary and secondary schools around Slovenia in order to raise awareness and educate
pupils about these topics.
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The Impro-league performance was followed by
the opening of an exhibition of selected drawings
of pupils in Slovene elementary schools on the
topic of “intercultural dialogue” and drawings of
migrant/refugee children on the topic of “life in
Slovenia”.

To great delight of everyone present at the event, a mixed male / female choir variegated the opening
of the exhibition with a selection of Georgian traditional songs.

Representatives of all governmental, public and non-governmental institutions and organizations,
representatives of local and national media as well as general public were invited to the event.

The exhibition was featured in the Gallery of KUD France PreSeren until 21* of June.




Activities organized by Pravno-informacijski center nevladnih organizacij (PIC)

Together with the Slovene Ministry of the Interior, Sector for International Protection, Slovenska
filantropija, JRS and UNHCR, the Pravno-informacijski center nevladnih organizacij (PIC) organized a
one-day event at the Asylum Home in Ljubljana on 20 June 2009.
The event lasted from 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. and included the following activities and performances:
Circus show (performing Family theatre Kolenc)
Handcraft sessions

Informal meeting between NGOs and the Minister of the Interior at 1.30 p.m.

Opening ceremony at 2 p.m.: speeches by the Minister, the UNHCR representative and the NGO
representative

Sports games (asylum seekers, NGOs, MOI)

Band performance: Koko and Mandovi.




